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Active Vocabulary

yes, thus; but

take, use, with

be, do

for

and, with; give
none, not

what? how?

not + him/her/it

self; from

go

then, only then; be
arrive at, when; as well as
follow, after that, then
spear

walk; take action; do
tongue

I

someone; perhaps
rather

sprouts

drink
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Proper Names

BT Yang Zi Yiéng Zht #5%% , egoist philosopher, 4th cent, B.C.?
% Chii early Chinese kingdom

B Zhéng early Chinese kingdom

HEE Du Fii Tang poet (712-770)

WJET  HdnFeiZi  legalist philosopher, 3rd Cent. B.C.
V= Zud Zhuan  an early Chinese work of history
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Vocabulary Notes

I. PR rdn

Ran means “yes™ or “thus.” It can serve as a kind of suffix to adjectives to form
adverbs; in this case it functions like the English “-ly.”

HETLIZR  the reason it is thus
EFEER AR Don't be like the man of Song. ( #% here means “don’t")

EAR “self-thus” = natural, naturally
FR laughing(ly)
Common compounds with rdn:
R afterward
SRT hut
2. LL oy

Y7 can mean “take,” “ise,” “by means of,” “in order to,” “as a result of.”
PI—H1¥ by means of one, know 10,000
PAFZF  use your spear
R LIREEAM  “To feed” is to take food and give it to someone.

Y7 is often used with wéi to mean “take X as Y, “treat X as Y.”
IBA2  consider white as black
FLUEATE You consider me untrustworthy.
KA » EWEE (5 chi—straw)

Heaven and Earth are not humane: they treat the myriad creatures like
straw dogs. (Lao Zi)

Common compounds with yi:

7= LA thus, therefore
At A that by which, the reason
faT LA why? how?

3 &y wéi, wei

Wei has two different uses, verbal and prepositional, distinguished by tone.
Wéi (second tone) means “to act as,” “to serve as,” “to be,” “to do.” This usage

appeared in the section on dictionary entries in Lesson 3. More examples:
i A Ay th, This can be done.
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ﬁﬁﬁu?‘%ﬂt% The reason I did this
HIEEATEA S The constant Way does not act, but nothing is not
done. (Lao Zi)

Weéi (fourth tone) means “for the benefit of” or “because”

AN for [other] people
AR for his mother
Ay FR for myself

B FEUEF Yang Zi was a hedonist, (Lit., Yang Zi chose ‘for myself.")
dlE# 452 Who are you doing this for?

4. B yi

Yii has several meanings; among them are:

“and,” “with”

R EH heaven and earth

FFELE poetry and painting

{CEEZ% humanity and righteousness
“give”

A give him meat

VEN% L take little and give much

5. = mo

Mo means “none” or “not.” It is often used with by T+ to form a double negative:
“none does not = all do”

Hhe At No one can do it.
FRE Everyone knows.
HERRIE None is bigger than this.
RTETREEH Everyone in the world will give.

6. fif  hé

Hé means “what?” or “how?”

{ay & How do you/I know?
SHfH What day is it today?
Fal 2z {a] Br BB, I ask the woman what she is thinking about.
] H1R BRI When shall I return again?

Some common compounds with Aé:

EIPN who?
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7.

10.

{A EF when?

AT LA how? In what way?
anda] how? How would that be?
=200} why? What for?
CIPA why must?
# fu
Fu 1s a contraction of but N and zAT 22 : “not + him/her/it.”
oz not trust him/her
2 H not ask him/her
96 A LAANZE You can’t add anything to it.
H
Zi can mean “oneself,” “itself,” “by itself.”
=k love oneself
E F] benefit oneself
H R self-like, natural
F o make oneself strong

Zi can also mean “from” (time or space)
B from ancient times
B B4k You have come from [our] hometown.
HRAE®E A% to have a colleague come from afar

Z  zht
Two meanings of zAT were introduced in Lesson 2. Another meaning is “to go.”
BFZR Yang Zi went to Song.
[FIEMATZ  Task you where you are going.
Jh nai
Nai sometimes means “then,” “only then.”
Jhik then [he/she/they] stopped
JhH then [he/she] said

ET5H Only then did/will the soldiers set forth.
XA TISE After several more years he died.
Ndi can also mean “to be,” “is none other than.”
XEHE 2., ThY # X looked at him, and it turned out to be Y.
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1. % i

Ji means “arrive at,” “when,” “as well as.”

REEH when he is old

K not as good as, not come up to the level of
SIS &S from ancient times to the present

SHETE  Wewon't get to it today.

12, ##  suwi
Sui means “follow,” “after that,” “then.”
BHZ Then he used him.
ExaH : Then the king ordered: ...
HARE Then he drank his wine.
Lesson 4




Introduction to Classical Literary Forms and Works, Part I

A. Anecdotes

Several of the reading passages in this lesson are short anecdotes from works of
philosophy and history, specifically, from Mencius, Han Fei Zi, and the Zuo Zhuan.
Anecdotes are succinct and pointed stories with clear messages, usually presented in a
humorous manner. They are often used by Mencius, Han Fei Zi, and the Daoist Zhuang
Z1; and indeed several early texts are entirely composed of anecdotes. Like Jesus’ parables
or Aesop’s Fables, they present important concepts in clear and easily remembered con-
Crete narratives. Many chéngyii derive from early anecdotes.

B. Quotations from the Analects and Mencius

In the previous lesson, and again in this lesson, there are several selections from
the major Confucian classics the Analects and Mencius. 1t is important to understand
that these two works are collections of short self-containad sayings, and not extended
philosophical treatises. In Mencius we do sometimes find discourses that extend over a
page or so of text, but more often the component passages consist only of a few sen-
tences in isolation. It is likely that these quotations from Confucius and Mencius do not
represent actual utterances of the two thinkers, but rather a distillation or crystallization
of their ideas. The sentences are often concise to the point of being almost incomprehen-
sible, and many volumes of commentary have been written to explain them.

C. Tang Poems

This lesson contains poems by Du Fu, Wang Wei, and Li Bai, three of the most
famous of all Chinese poets. They all lived at approximarc] y the same time, during the
8th century, in the middle of the Tang dynasty. Two of thm, Du Fu and Lj Bai, were
friends, and sometimes wrote poems to each other. The poem by Du Fu in this lesson is
in the juéjn 484 form, which is characterized by having four lines, all of which are
either five or seven characters long. This poem, like the two poems by Wang Wei in the
previous lesson, is a “five-word Jug” HFHB4]. Judju are considered to be a sub-
genre of shi ¥ poetry.

The other two poems in this lesson are it sht 755 | or Old Poems. Gt shi may
have any even number of lines, but they too characteristically have either five or seven
characters in each line. Though Li Bai's poem has eight lines, typical of the /i sht /355
or Regulated Poems, he does not follow the strict rules of parallelism required of the /i
SAT in this example.

In Tang shi, poets typically Iry to capture a particular moment in a specific natu-
ral setting. They strive to match the scene (Jing %) with a particular feeling (ging 1%) .
and to balance stillness (jing ##) with motion (dong &1). Often the first part of the poem
describes the scene and the second part introduces a human concern.
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Conciseness

A common characteristic of all the literary forms mentioned here is the concise-
ness of language found in each. The ability to express complex ideas or images with
only a handful of characters is the genius of the classical Chinese language, and it is
exploited to the full by the great Chinese writers. This extreme economy of language
provides much of the aesthetic pleasure of classical Chinese literature. But the concise-
ness that makes the language so powerful can also make the meaning obscure. A Chj-
nese saying acknowledges the problem, but suggests that after repeated reading, the
meaning of a text will become clear by itself: HEEE » HEEH o
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Exercises

Definitions

1
2
3
4
kY
6
7
8

» it

CEt e HEWEAE -

» PIEREKAAM o

2t WA o

 fEH > Rl

At 0 Kt Bt o

» BETIRSE ©

» BERVAERE o (¥ cha—first)

B O R N R s

Sentences

L e e e S o S S
A N N =

I AT, ?

] R EL AR ?
BREEBERE o
NEAFIERTF o

BN > FEESH -
HHE/N » TATE o

LI #FE o

EBTFUTE » MALUFS o
LA Z o

FRILEZ ?

. BRI TMBRALIE o

HALF 2Rt -

- HREE AR THHRED

BAEEL LI O0E o
HZ AT + LLUATE - SR -
B AT H B » AR o

Lesson 4

39



Sentences from Confucian texts

L FH:EHZBEAD  S2BEBA - (1425)

2. TH MG ELUAB TN o R ELTH o
THIE » |LSIAH - (20.3)

3. TH:AHEEMAUEZE  SAh - THHESHEY S &
HETNRAN » IFTES o (15.7)

4 HRFH I ZABRTH DU o HERT » DIRE o (Mencius 4a.3)
( =fX san dai—the three early dynasties B E Xia, Shang, and Zhou)

S50 HmTHIBLCENMD BHETRE . (4b.5)

6. ETH BT B c REH 2 i o
BHEMCR  CEMEY o (7245)

1. &mTHTEEZ EEAK o .. (42.26)

8. @TH T BEHED %2 HnEo. (4a.27)

O HmTHFEEZE EEZH  KAHA - (4b6)

10. FH:BTFIRAER  H—EWAET » T o (7a.26)

(## ba—pluck, pull out)

il

Four Anecdotes

L. From #F 2a2

EEB R
RAGHEEZ TRIGHE> % - TERE  BEAR "SHRE
THERR -, EF8mER HAER « KT THEEEEL o

53 min worry about

1 ya pull up, tug on
TR mdngmdngrdn  tired, exhausted
i qii hurry, rush

& gdo dried up

€ gud ea

40 Lesson 4



2. From A4

FARE

RABBEE  BMETE » FERZ - REZH "REA  EALA B
WHURE . FEH "BELESAE RLAERT o HLEE  Samw o
x%*ﬁ;ﬁcﬁ ° 4

Bk
i

VIR
EA

xian
zhit
Zthan
shi
yirén
lan

ér
sang
biiruo

3. From #IEF

present to a superior

contraction of

A&

show

“jade man,” jade expert

greedy

you

mourn; lose

it would be better to, might as well

FI&E

RABBERFE  BXH: "BEZR YHERED -, YBLFE =
FZH > R o, B D TUFZF > WFZE @0, A

53 mE R 3

=

Fl]

yu
dun
yu
Jian
xian
I
gong

=

shield

praise

strong, sturdy
penetrate
(here) sharp
attack
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4. From #IE+
¥ E B
MABEEBE  ScEEE gt o EXHEHE - BEE - 1E
ESRE , REIRZ - By 5 BTERE - AE: "AFRZLUE 7,
H: "EE5E SEEH .

B qié about to
=) zhi buy; put
& lii shoes
553 dué measure
553 du measurement
H shi market
b1 cao take
Fr chi take
BE ba finish, end
Three Poems
1. H-m #)
TERMBE » IIETEAR « SEB R » (1580 2
ZE bi jade green
71 i more, very
R ran . burn
2. ¥4 eyl

FRFEE  MEBARE - BSFEE FREATE LI BE o
BXRZER] » HEmE -

LR songbié send someone off
A wo lie down

e chuf edge, border

= Jjin end, cease
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3. &8 BRE B\ Z PR
E@Eﬁ%’ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ'@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ°
%%Kﬂﬁ*%%ﬁ%ﬁ°%§?%ﬁ!ﬁMﬁ@%°

(Title: At Jinxiang [in Shandong province] Sending off Eighth Master Wei, who
is going to the Western Capital [Chang’an])

= Wéi [surname]
IF kudng wild, mad
174 chui blow
FE gua hang
JRG  Xidnydng  early capital of China, near Changan
il bié separate, part
# yil encounter, meet
7 lidn connected, one after another
yCi] yan smoke, haze
7= wil mist
Chengyu
1. —FFHK
2. LIFRF WFZE
3. EREEER
4. BOKEIR
5. fTRTFR
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